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Relative clauses are sections of a sentence that provide 
more information about a noun in the main statement. 
They can be defining or non-defining.

New language  Relative clauses

Vocabulary  Crime and criminals 

New skill  Specifying and elaborating

Relative clauses

KEY LANGUAGE DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
Relative clauses are made up of a subject, a verb, and usually an object.
They usually start with a relative pronoun, which can be the subject or 
the object of the relative clause. Defining relative clauses specify which 
person or thing you’re talking about in the main clause.

Here the relative 
pronoun “who” is 
the subject of the 
relative clause. 

Here the relative 
pronoun “which” is 
the object of the 
relative clause.

MAIN CLAUSE
SUBJECT + VERB + OBJECT

MAIN CLAUSE
SUBJECT + VERB + OBJECT

RELATIVE CLAUSE
SUBJECT + VERB + OBJECT

RELATIVE CLAUSE
OBJECT + SUBJECT + VERB

MARK WHETHER THE RELATIVE PRONOUN IS THE SUBJECT OR  
THE OBJECT OF THE RELATIVE CLAUSE

“Who” is the subject of “are.”

“Which” is the object of “stole.” “The criminal” is the subject of “stole.”
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KEY LANGUAGE RELATIVE PRONOUNS

HOW TO FORM DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

English uses different 
relative pronouns to talk 
about people and things.

If the relative pronoun 
is the subject of the 
relative clause, it  
must appear in  
the sentence.

If the relative pronoun 
is the object of the 
relative clause, it can 
be left out. You can 
use “whom” when a 
person is the object, 
but this is very formal.

MATCH UP THE PARTS OF THE SENTENCES

THINGSPEOPLE

REST OF 
RELATIVE CLAUSE

RETURN TO MAIN CLAUSE

RETURN TO MAIN CLAUSE

RELATIVE 
PRONOUN

SUBJECT OF  
MAIN CLAUSE

SUBJECT OF 
MAIN CLAUSE

REST OF  
RELATIVE CLAUSE

RELATIVE 

PRONOUN
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KEY LANGUAGE NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
Non-defining 
relative clauses say 
more about a noun 
in the main clause. 
The main clause 
would still make 
sense without it.

When they are in 
the middle of a 
sentence, they  
are separated from 
the main clause  
by two commas.

“Whom” is only used in very formal situations.

The relative pronoun can refer 
to the entire previous clause

MAIN CLAUSE

MAIN CLAUSE

RETURN TO  
MAIN CLAUSENON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE

NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE

FURTHER EXAMPLES NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, ADDING COMMAS WHERE NECESSARY

Comma separates the clauses.

Comma comes before and after relative clause.
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Five people are being 
asked how they would cut 
crime in the city. 

READ THE ARTICLE AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

CHECKLIST

 Relative clauses   Crime and criminals   Specifying and elaborating  
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